BL/‘.CKRCD  DHPriN  DISTRICT  CCUNCIL 


/JJNU/iL  REPORT 

of  the 

AMDICAL  OFFICER  CF  HEALTH 

FCR  1958. 


To:  THE  CHAmAW  & IQiJBSRS  OF  T^iE 

BLACKROD  IjRP^'vN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  hcncur  to  ^jresmt  to  you  my  i\nnual  Repo  rt  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Blaclorcd  Urban  Diotrict 
Council  for  the  year  1958 • 

GHIERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres) 2392#4 

Pcpulaticn  - Census  1951  3,151 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  home  jcpulaticn  mid 

1?58  3,360 

No,  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  195-'  ...  1,148 

Rateable  Value  •••  •#.  ...  ...  ...  ...  £26, 011 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £105 

EXTRACTS  Fim  VITiiL  STATISTICS. 


Estimated  population  at  mid  1958 


3,360 


Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  - 55  28  27 

« 

Live  Births 

Illegitimate  - nil  nil  nil 

Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  3stimated  population: - 
Crude  Rate  ...  16.4  : adjusted  rate  ...  16.0 


Still  Births 


Total  Males  Females 


Legitimate  - 


1 1 


Illegitimate  - 


nil  nil  nil 


Still  birth-rate  per  1,000  Total  births  17*9 


• • • 


Maternal  mcrtjility  rate  per  1,000  total  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Mortality  rates  per  1,000  estimated  population 


• • • 


• • • 


Total  (all  forms)  - Crude  Rate  ••• 


Respiratory  T.B 


Adjusted  Rate 


. . . Nil 
...  18.2 
...  18.2 

...  10.7 

11.8 

...  Nil 


Malignant  neoplasms  etc  ... 


• • • « • • 


, ...  2.08 


Deaths  of  infsmts  uiider  1 year  of  age:- 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  •«.  ...  ...  ...  1 " 1 

Illegitimate  ..  ...  - - - 

Deaths  of  infants  under  A weeks  of  age:- 

Legitxmate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 “ 1 

Illegitimate  ..  ...  ...  ...  - - - 


Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  (all  fonns)  22  14  36 


Caiiaes  of  Death  during  1938» 


Males 

Peiviales 

Pulmrnary  Tuberculosis  

• • • 

• • 

Nil 

Nil 

Non-Pulncnary  Tuberculosis  ...  ... 

• • • 

• # 

Nil 

Nil 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Breast)  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • 

Nil 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

• • • 

• • 

4 

2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervoiis  System  . . . 

• • • 

• • 

3 

2 

Coronary  Disease  - Angina  

• • • 

• • 

4 

1 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease.  ... 

• • • 

• • 

Nil 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

• • 

5 

3 

Other  circulatory  Disease 

• • • 

• • 

1 

1 

Sx'onchd.'tDis  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

• • • 

» • 

2 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 

• • • 

• • 

2 

2 

22 

14 

Treinsferatile  deaths  are  incluied  in  the  above. 


DtPS3TI0US  DISEASES. 


Only  eight  cases  of  Infectious  Disjase  were  notified  during 
the  year,  four  of  which  were  Scarlet  Fever.  The  district  was 
excepticnailly  free  frera  Infect '.ous  Disease  during  the  year,  not  one 
case  of  Measles  or  Whooping  C augh  being  notified.  In  the  previous 
year  seventy  seven  cases  of  I ifecticus  Disease  were ^notified. 


C/>SES  CF  II^T]ICTIOTJS  DISS'JI^E  NOTIFIZilD  :m  .XE  aSOUPS 
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GENERiJL  PRCVISICN  OF  HE/iLTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 


(National  Insuraiice  Act,  1948), 

No  applications  received. 

1NUESIN5  ARRANGEMENTS. 


There  is  a practising  Mid-Wife  in  the  district,  and  a nnrse  from 
■Westhoughtcn  comes  into  the  district  daily. 

[HOSPITAL  iJXOMOmTION. 

For  Infectious  Disease  - by  arrangenent  with  the  Divisional  Health 
[Office  at  Leigh,  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are  sent  to  the  nearest 
[hospital  on  the  list  that  can  accept  accommodation, 

^IMMUNIS;iTION. 

The  Clinic  at  the  Metnodist  School,  Blackrcd  is  open  evei^ 
[Saturday  morning.  The  doctor  is  in  attendance  on  alternate  Saturday 
tmornings  for  the  immunisation  of  children  under  school  age  or  over  if 
tnecessary,  * 

rPOELIC  HEALTH  ST/iPF. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  a part-time  Medical  Officer 
t^nd  a P, Health  Inspector  who  is  also  a Surveyor,  A visiting  Nurse 
is  provided  by  the  County. 

[lEimiL  HE/XTH. 

The  General  Health  throu^^out  the  district  during  the  year  was 
good  and  steady,  there  being  no  outbreaks  viiatever  of  Infectious 
:3isease  or  Flu, 

AMBUL;J^E  Fi>CILITIES. 

^uribulance  facilities  for  all  cases  are  controlled  by  the  Divisional 
Jealth  Office,  Leigh,  and  the  needs  for  the  district  are  met  by  the 
iiabulance  Station  at  Horwich, 

IORTUAPY. 


The  Mortuary,  situated  at  the  Cemetery  is  sufficient  for  the  needs 
')f  the  District. 


S/JUTiJ^Y  /iimNISmiTION.  1958. 


Water  Supply. 

Source  of  SupT'ly;  Upland  surface  and  Irnd  springs.  The 
catchment  area  is  principally  moorland  and  is  within  the  Urban 
District  of  Horvdeh,  there  being  approx,  I70  acres  of  land 
available  to  this  Council  for  water  collection.  The  undertaking 
is  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district  and  over  the  greater  part 
of  the  year  the  reservoir  has  been  full  and  overflowing,  surplus 
water  being  turned  away  to  the  streams. 

In  co.onecticn  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Govci'nment  Circular  on  the  re-gxouping  of  Y\fater  Undertakings,  the 
Council  have  given  very  careful  consideration  to  th-is  matter  .and  in 
conjunction  v/ith  the  Horwich  U.D.C,  prepared  and  submitted  a sch^e 
to  the  Minister  for  the  re-£rouping  of  the  tv/o  authorities  water 
undertakings  and  the  formation  of  a Joint  Beard,  which  would  also 
include  the  Urban  District  cf  Adlington,  who  are  being  supplied  in 
part  with  water  from  the  Blfokrod  reservoir.  The  scheme  would  have 
many  advantages,  and  one  cf  the  main  advantages  would  be  the 
utilisaticn  cf  the  Vvater  which  is  allowed  to  run  to  waste  from  the 
Bla.ckrcd  reservoir  over  a large  part  of  the  year.  The  Minister, 
however,  does  net  look  upon  this  scheme  with  favour,  but  suggests 
a larger  area  to  be  formed  including  the  Chorley  Borough  and  the 
Chorloy  Rural  Council  area,  and  the  area  of  the  Withnell  Urban 
District  Council. 

Cn  the  distribution  side,  the  position  during  the  year  has 
slightly  improved,  tMs  being  due  to  some  extent  to  a decrease  in 
demand  of  the  bulk  supply  to  the  Haigh  Parish  of  the  V/igan  R.D.C, 

•who  also  supi^^ly  part  of  the  AspuLl  U.D.C.  from  the  Blackrod  main 
supply,  Aspull  U.D.C.  have  carried  cut  certain  improvements  to 
their  main  supply  so  that  the  demand  from  the  Wigan  R.D.C,  has  been 
reduced. 

The  Boosting  Station  p\jmps  and  motors  have  also  been  recondition: 
and  their  efficiency  has  been  improved,  wh-ichalso  has  assisted  in 
maintaining  a better  water  pressure  during  the  periods  of  high  demand 
It  is  considered  that  the  only  long  term  solution  would  be  for  an 
additional  main  to  be  laid  from  the  reservoir  to  Blackrod,  as  reportei. 
on  in  previous  years. 


19  samples  of  water  have  teen  suamitteil  for  bactericlcgical 
.examination,  9 of  these  samples  were  talcen  frem  the  supply  mains.  7 
iwere  satisfactory  and.  2 doubtful,  5 samples  were  taken  from  the 
‘feeder  stream",  4 of  which  were  satisfactorv  and  1 dr'n'K+f'in - 


- h saimdes  v/ere  taken  from  a private 

.shallow  well  at  Brov/n  Fold  Para  ej)d  4 of  these  samples  were  found  to 
■be  unsatisfactory  ,^d  1 sample  satisi'actoiy.  This  isolated  farm  is 
the  only  premise  in  the  district  without  a pi^jed  supply  and  efforts 

:haye  oeen  ma,de  to  have  this  farm  connected  to  the  public  supply 
:mains. 


^^ai  water  entering  the  supply  :Tiains  is  first  chlorinated,  the  plant 
being  automatic  in  operation  and  is  in  continuous  use.  Tinned  lead 
pipe  is  used  as  a precaution  against  plumbo  sclvent  action, 

ihe  total  number  of  heuaes  with  a piped  water  sup.ly  from  the 
public  mains  is  as  follows;- 

Direct  to  Houses.  1148 

Stand  Pipes,  Npi 

Private  V.'ells,  1 

ShV/lHiVGE  i'lT)  SBYAGB  DISFCS/iL, 

, Sewage  is  treated  at  two  min  outfalls,  Kightingale  Farm  and  at 
soot  Lane.  The  treatment  consists  of-priniory  settlement  and  finally 

ZTr  '’y  Pf  land  before  disohrrging  to  the  watorocur-se. 

ae  Council  have  engaged  Messrs.  C.  J.  Lomax  d Sons,  Civil  Eng  ineers 
31  Manchester  to  prepare  a report  and  to  malce  recenmendat ions  "for  the 
mprovement  of  the  sewage  disposal  arrangements  at  the  Nightingale 
^arm  and  Scot  Lane  sev/age  farms, 

^CD  INSPECTION. 

Inspections  are  made  from  time  to  time  at  Shops  and  feed 

Drep^ing  premises.  There  are  the  follov^ing  types  of  food  premises 
-n  the  District;- 


reneral  Grocers  and  provision  dealers, 
ireen,grccers  and  fruiterers. 

fishmongers  (and  those  selling,  poultiy,  game  etc), 

leat  Shops  (butchers  and  purveyors  of  cocked  and  preserved 

meats,  trine  &c). 

iakers  and  confectioners. 

Vied  fish  shops. 


20 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

1 

2 


Shops  selling;  mainly  sugar  confectionery,  minerals,  ice-cream  4 

Licensed  premises.  Clubs,  Cojiteens,  Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack 
Bars  and  sjmj.lar  catering  establishments,  16 

12  lbs,  of  corned  beef  and  11  lbs,  of  ham  -was  condemned  and 
destroyed, 

Numbei-  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food-Drugs  Jii-ct,  1955-* 


rfc.  No.  of  Visits. 

Butchers  (Manufactui'ers  of  Sausages)  2 8 

Balcer  (Manufacturer  of  Meat  Pies)  1 4 


Number  of*  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Daires 
Regula.ticns  1949/1954* 


a)  Number  of  Dairies  Registered. 

b)  Shops  in  District  other  than  dairies 

c)  Premises  outside  the  District, 


5 

11 

4 


Carcasses  inspected  and  condemned  within  the  District. 


Cattle 

Cows, 

Calves. 

Sheep 

Pigs. 

Horses 

excluding 

cows, 

lo.  Killed,  - 

7: 

Lambs. 

176 

18 

Nil 

Jo,  Inspected,  - 

71 

- 

176 

18 

Nil 

ill  diseases  except 
iliiberculosis  & Cysticerci. 

Jhole  carcasses  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Jarcasses  of  which  some 
>art  or  organ  was 
jondemned.  Nil 

25 

Nil 

78 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  nimiher 

Jispected  affected  with 

LLsease  other  than 
.'uberculosis  & Cysticerci. 

1 

35 

Nil 

k5 

Nil 

Nil 

'liberculcsis  only, 

licle  carcasses 

londemned.  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

carcasses  of  lAhich  some 
^art  or  organ  was 
'ondemned.  Nil 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

ercentage  of  number 
nspected  affected  with 
iiberculcsis.  Nil 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

ysticercosis, 

^casses  of  which  some 
^t  or  organ  was 
•ondemned.  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

areas ses  submitted  to 
reatment  by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

■eneralised  and  totally 
ondemned.  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unsound  meat  and  offals  aj-e  stained  with  green  dye  and  forward 
to  heat  treatment  plant  for  err. version  to  fertilizers.  Other  food 
y^en  found  unsound  are  either  destroyed  hy  burning  or  depositing 
on  the  refuse  tip, 

11  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  cf  ice-cream,  only  pre 

packed  ice-crcam  being  sold.  No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  withirr 
the  district, 

KX:)D  HYGIENE  RBOUIATICNS. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  all  premises  to  which  the  regulaticna 
apply.  The  Council  after  receiving  applications  from  two  shops 
applying  for  an  exemption  to  the  provision  cf  wash  hand  basins 
decided  to  grant  an  exemption  in  one  case.  The  exemption  was 
granted  against  the  advice  of  the  Meddcal  Officer  cf  Health  and  t; 
Public  Health  Inspector, 

36  samples  cf  milk  have  been  taken  from  Producer  and  Producer 
retailers  and  submitted  to  the  ] ublic  Health  laboratories  for 
analysis,  ij.1  samples  submitted  wore  reported  free  from 
tuberculosis,  17  samples  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  6 
samples  failed, 

SCAVEMUNC-  OF  STRESTS. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  are  th^  Highway  Authority  for 
Class  I and  II  reads  and  they  undertake  the  scavenging  of  these 
roads.  Class  III  roads  and  district  roads  are  maint.ained  by  the 
District  Council.  The  standard  of  maintenance  and  scavenging  is 
very  good,  but  seme  difficulty  has  been  expErienced  in  controlling, 
the  deposit  of  mud  in  Dark  Lane  and  L’^ttle  Scotland  vhich  is  being 
used  extensively  by  heavy  vehicles  operating  from  an  opencast  site 

Sanitary  Inspections  during  the  year. 


No,  of  iJremises  visited. 

170 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered. 

42 

Notices  Served  (informal). 

42 

Notices  Served  (Statutory), 

19 

Legal  Proceedings, 

Nil 

Shops  and  Offices, 

Two  inspections  have  been  made  to  Offices  in  connection  with  th 
provision  of  tl^e  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


This  service  is  operated  using  direct  labour,  A weekly  ccllecticn 
Bervice  is  maintain  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  domestic  ^ 

refuse.  One  side  leading  8'cu,  yd.  refuse  collecting  vehicle  fitted'v 
with  sliding  steel  covers  is  used  fr'r  the  refuse  collection  ^ 

service. 

The  method  of  dsposal  of  refuse  is  by  tij,-ping,  and  at  the 
present  time  two  tips  are  in  use.  One  tip  is  a disused  colliery 
reservoir  which  is  being  filled  te  the  level  of  tho  surrounding 
ground  and  the  ether  tip  is  a deep  cutt  ing  on  agricultural  ground, 
a section  of  a disused  mineral  railway  -vhich  is  being  brought  to 
surrounding  gro\jnd  level  in  order  that  the  land  reclaimed  may  be  used 
for  agricultural  purposes. 

Standard  B.S.S,  2^  cu.  ft.  dust  biis  are  supplied  to  all 
domestic  premises  and  chargedi  as  a rate  service. 

OP5I3^SI\rE  TR/JDES. 


There  are  no  premises  registered  i.i  the  district  in  relation  to 
an  establishment  where  an  offensive  trade . is  carried  on, 

SCHCCl^. 

There  are  3 junior  and  1 secondary  modern  schools  in  the  district 
The  sanitary  accommodation  is  adequate  at  all  schools,  fiacilities 
for  hand  washing  has  now  been  provided  and  the  school  yard  surfaces 
have  been  made  satisfactory, 

Bi'iKEHCUSES. 

One  bakehouse  is  being  used  at  the  present  time.  Inspections 
are  made  from  time  to  time  and  the  oenditions  found  are  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


No.  in  District,  3 
Carpet  Manufacturing.  1 
Rayon  Processing.  1 
Joiner,  1 
Motor  Vehicle  Repairing,  2 
Clogger  and  Boot  Repairer,  1 


No.  of  visits. 


10 


RODENT  CONTROL 


132  premises  have  been  visited,  minor  infestation  of  rats  be^ 
found  in  k cases  and  3 minor  infestations  of  mice.  Treatments  we* 
carried  cut  in  all  cases. 

Sewer  treatment  was  landertaken  on  2 occasions  during  the  yea:, 
PUBLIC  COmrHJ\fiENCiiS. 

There  are  two  public  conveniences  provided  by  the  District 
Ccmcil  these  being  sited  at  the  Junction  of  Chcrley  Road,  Hill  Lh 
cjid  Blackhorse  Street  and  at  the  Junction  of  Manchester  Road  and 
Station  Road.  Bus  passenger  shelters  are  also  incorporated  in  the 
buildings. 

CLOSET  /accommodation. 

Privy  Middens, 

Closets  attached  to  Middens, 

No,  of  dry  ash  pits. 

No,  of  fresh  water  closets. 

No,  of  v/aste  water  closets. 

No,  of  conversions  to  fresh  wster  closets. 

No,  of  refuse  bins. 

No,  of  premises  at  which  moveable  dust  bins  were 
substituted  for  fixed  receptacles. 

No.  of  Houses  on  water  carriage  system, 

HOUSING. 

The  District  Council  have  authorised  the  construction  of  12, 
bedroom  V.ungalcws  for  aged  persons  and  building  operations  will 
commence  eojrly  in  the  new  year, 

2 dwellings  have  been  completed  and  a further  10  houses  are  u 
construction  and  these  are  being  built  by  private  enterprise  for  s; 

2 unfit  houses  have  been  demolished, 

CHIEP  S/iNIT/ilY  RSQUIRMET^iTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  improvement  to  the  sewage  disposal  arrangement.  The  demol: 
of  all  unfit  houses,  the  provision  of  additional  houses  for  the  fai 
ilics  displaced  by  demolition  of  the  unfit  houses.  The  improvement 
structurally  sound  houses  but  lacking  in  amenities. 


5 

5 

Nil 

1334 

Nil 

1 

1150 

Nil 

1139 


In  conclusion  I VTish  to  than.c  the  Council' s Officers  for 


their  kind  and  valued  co-operation  during  the  year. 


I am,  Gintlomei, 

Tcurb  I'aithfully, 


L.  UN3W0RTH. 


iJedical  OiTiccr  of  Health, 


Dalton  House, 

V/  csthoughton, 

1’tSK  a/o.  u/a^rMOvcHfori  Zl63, 

23rd  June,  1959. 


